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between the mountain and Muzda'Iifah, where the night is
to be spent, in the shortest possible time. Riders and pedes-
trians start off at full speed. The mad rush degenerates
into a chaotic confusion, in which pilgrims may be trampled
under foot, and even camels are overthrown.
n The third day of the hajj, called Yaum-el-Nahr, also
'Id-el-Qurbrm,1 is celebrated over all Islam as the Great
Feast, or 'Id-el-Az'ha. In Turkey and Egypt it is popularly
known as Bairain. The sacrifices made that day at Mftna
commemorate the vicarious sacrifice of Abraham—popularly
connected with the name of IshmacI, notwithstanding that
the Koran plainly refers to Isaac as the intended victim.
The festival prayers, called by Burton "the great solemnity
of the Moslem year," are supposed to be performed by the
whole community at break of day at Muzdalifah. Here
each pilgrim should collect seven pebbles, to be hurled later
at the Mtina monument called the Great Devil. Burton
reports that the mob of stone-throwers was so densely packed
that a man might have walked over their heads. Attempt-
ing to get through the crowd of fighting men and rearing
horses, he escaped from being trampled only by a "judicious
use of the knife.'" Then may follow the; sacrifice of animals—
a camel, an ox, a sheep, according to the man's station.
The beast's head being turned toward the Ka'aba, the pil-
grim usually cuts the throat himself. The sacrifice, how-
ever, is not obligatory, being "surmah," or based on the
practice of the prophet, and as a substitute one may fast ten
days. In Burton's time hardly more than ten per cent seem
to have sacrificed, as he estimated the slaughtered animals
at between five and six thousand. The flesh falls to the lot
of the poor. On this third day, either before or after the
sacrifice, many pilgrims hasten to Mecca—this trip is called
the "flight"—for another circumambulation of the Ka'aba,
and perhaps a visit to the interior.
According to tradition, many have been the vicissitudes
of this Beit Allah, or House of God. The first structure,
erected by Adam, from a model existing in heaven, having
been destroyed by the deluge, was rebuilt by Abraham with
1 Qurbun means offering.

